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Carol McDonald Connor
Child characteristics X instruction interactions in early literacy

achievement
Florida State University

In the US, fully one-third of children fail to read above a basic level by 4 grade and
this rate is higher among children living in poverty. One reason may be that
accumulating evidence indicates that the effect of literacy instruction may depend on
the language and literacy skills children bring to the classroom — there are child X
instruction interactions. This presentation will discuss accumulating correlational,
longitudinal, and experimental evidence of child X instruction interactions for literacy
from preschool through third grade.

Intricate Links between Children’s Language and Literacy Development: Typical and
Atypical Development.
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Intricate links between children’s language and literacy
development: Typical and atypical development

Prof. Carol McDonald Connor

Florida Florida State University
NP ey '

Over the past decade and a half, research has shown that children’s oral language
skills provide a critical foundation for their literacy development. Additionally, oral
language provides the medium for instruction. This presentation will provide a brief
review of children’s oral language development, atypical language development (e.g.,
deafness, specific and non-specific language impairment) and will then discuss
differences between language and literacy development and the links between the
two, as well as how understanding children’s language skills (including children with
language impairment) can support more effective literacy instruction.
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