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Plenary talks

Interpreting age effects in second language learning: between a rock and a
hard place
Professor Robert DeKeyser,
University of Maryland; Editor, Language Learning

Researchers dealing with age effects in second language learning are confronted with two
extremes: those who deny the existence of a critical period and those who apply it
indiscriminiately to all forms of second language learning. In this talk, I will argue that both
sides are wrong by showing that a) the critical period in the sense of large quantifiable
differences in learning outcome due to qualitative differences in learning mechanism is very
real, but b) this does not imply that the same effects will be found in instructed language
learning.

NS932 NIDOMD SR WIRSRT NINNDNA 9RY PI1TRT 02
CRFR A RIN-Ih)-
2528 N NwSLIMN

The title of the talk is deliberately ambiguous. Its main concern is with language development
in children acquiring Modern Israeli Hebrew, so that it is synchronic in focus. Yet it also touches
on diachronic changes from the morphologically bound form of noun compounds (the so-called
“construct state” constructions) of classical Biblical Hebrew have been supplemented by more
analytic forms for combining and modifying nouns in current usage.

The paper starts with a brief characterization of noun compound constructions in Modern
Hebrew, analyzed as interface constructions between morphology -- word-internal structural
changes; lexicon -- devices for new-word formation and lexical sub-categorization; and syntax --
in compositional constructions formed by stringing of two or more nouns (Berman, 1988; Berman
& Ravid, 1986; Borer, 1984; Ravid, 2006). At one end of the continuum are fully lexicalized
compounds like orex”din literally ‘arrange(r)-Gen law’ = ‘lawyer’ -- where the caret indicates a
bound genitive case marker on the initial, head noun. These contrast semantically and
grammatically with an established but nonetheless semantically transparent and syntactically
“free” expression like orex”iton ‘arrange(r)-Gen newspaper = editor’, and the latter in turn is more
conventionalized and semantically and syntactically more constrained than a totally “open-ended”
combination like orex"mesibot ‘arrange(r)-Gen parties = party-organizer’.

Different means of combining nouns are traced in terms of the historical development from
Biblical bound “construct state” forms to Modern periphrastic alternatives for N N constructions
(Gesenius, 1910; Ravid & Shlesinger, 1995). Compare, for example, Biblical ktonet"pasim ‘coat-
Gen stripes = coat of many colors’ with its possible modern alternatives: kutonet shel pasim ‘coat
of stripes’, kutonet im pasim ‘coat with stripes’, and kutonet mefuspeset ‘striped coat’, as well as
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the so-called “double construct” construction kutanto shel Yosef ‘coat-his of Jospeh — Joseph’s
coat’ (Shlesinger & Ravid, 1998).

The bulk of the paper concerns an integrative re-analysis of findings from prior studies on
compound acquisition by Hebrew-speaking children -- from early to middle childhood, ages 3 to 9
years. Data are derived from a combination of structured experimental elicitations (Berman &
Clark, 1989; Clark & Berman, 1984; 1987) and relevant forms produced in children’s naturalistic
speech output (Berman, 1987, 2000). Combining results from these different sources, a
typologically and psycholinguistically motivated “developmental route” is proposed to
demonstrate the interface between emergence and consolidation of morphology, lexicon, and
syntax. This progression, which involves reiterated processes of integration and re-representation
of earlier-emerging categories into later-acquired knowledge (Berman, 2004; Karmiloff-Smith,
1992), takes the following shape: From initial very early lexicalized compounds (at the stage of
single words and early word-combinations); to syntactic association of two associated nouns with
juxtaposition the only formal operation (from around age two to three years); to lexico-syntax by
means of morpho-syntactic processes of new-word formation including suffixation and stem
change (age four to six years), with command of a full range of morphological changes lasting
through grade-school age (Ravid, 2006; Ravid & Zilberbuch, 2003a, b); finally, syntactic
productivity s manifested at a point where compounds serve to form typically high-register, more
formal syntactic constructions (from adolescence on, typically in expository, literary, and
scientific prose (Ravid & Shlesinger, 1995).

New analyses are applied to text-embedded later language development, comparing spoken
narratives and expository essays produced by grade-schoolchildren and adolescents (Berman &
Nir-Sagiv, 2006, 2007; Ravid, 2004; Ravid & Cahana-Amitay, 2005). These data serve to test the
following predictions: (1) Developmentally, the younger children will use mainly lexicalized
compounds (e.g., bet"sefer ‘house-Gen book = school’) with occasional attempts at more
syntactically productive constructions (e.g., yaldey™ha-kita ‘children-Gen the-class’ alternating
with ha-yeladim shel ha-kita ‘the-children of the-class’) whereas the high schoolers will use a
wider range of such constructions; (2) Discursively, the more immediately involved discourse
stance of oral personal-experience narratives will promote less reliance on compound
constructions than the more formal and distanced stance appropriate to written language and the
expository type of discourse.

The paper concludes by providing independent evidence from analyses of texts produced by
Hebrew speaker-writers across adolescence that reveal strong correlations in use of lexicon and
syntax (Berman & Nir-Sagiv, 2007; in press). It notes the impact of language typology and change
on lexical and syntactic productivity (for example, compounding in Germanic compared with
Romance languages and the role of morphology in Semitic compounds). And it considers broader
implications of how (and whether) “the lexicon drives syntax” in developing knowledge and use
of language from early childhood across adolescence.
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Crooks T. J. (2006). Excellence in assessment for accountability purposes. Keynote address presented at
the Northumbria EARLI SIG Assessment Conference (Newcastle, UK, August 31st).
Mason, S.A. (2003, April). Learning from data: The role of professional learning community. Paper
presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Chicago.
Shohamy, E. (2001). The power of tests: A critical perspective on the uses of language tests. London:
Longman.
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L1-2 n°0172 72205 AR°IP7 *18°1 nweod R¥nl (Schwartz, Leikin & Share, 2005) o7y pnna
DO YW NONOW-1°2 712YI7 MY ARYNAI,10-110 .L2-2 1°12ya MITIRG MINNSNaY 13°3 191X 7nn
MO APAN .2HR-NIR S0 NINAD NPIRDIT NPDINNTNRT "NWH WP 02977 17T NIITH 2P0
1777 2°79°0 SW PN DR ORI 1707 100 WK 20757 097 .91 DIRYNNY 072°0I1005K 0°12077 172
NAIN DR TOWH WOR 2OVINWIRT D207 997 .ORT NOWA MINNKRY NATPIN FDWAD D1ICNR-1TT 21NWO
MT-DY MY QONROY NAXMAT TOINNTIN NI N2V IRIPT DWW TI0° 212K DWUITY N0 POIMNTING
NP0 OINNTMIRT DR QY N2°WA AT X 02 WwwH 707 1001 79 (fully-fledged orthography) nnmx
1°2% TNV P2 7027 MINN NTIDI MWD AYINY MYTIAT MANONT DR 1MTRY "NH1D-"02IR PY 0°02 7Y
.(Geva, Wade-Woolley & Shany, 1993) "script dependence "hypothesis?y nodann i1 7yw: .avun
DT O°PVOPA1DY DPORINNTIN DO IPORND NYOWNA TPIWT 7OWIY O NOWI MIYD NN NI 1992
nlaanehblie

anon nwean? (fully-fledged orthography) NP1 79930 7IRT 1IN P72 210NN PN 72902
MR "NW P2 ARMWIL TPRNT PN T Awwn P1722 7R L(Mabjad") TRy -2n°299K7 2wnan Nava
nN™M2av% onowit *19% MO0 AR IPT W 0T 21aR IR W L1-5 0o 1217 20790 .1 :IRan 00790
wwnw L1-2 022y 1217 2»nwh-71 0072 .2 ;(n = 26) (271 IR-17 2°0wH-17 2°79°) 'K 1052 721N
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- 207 4 5(n=25) (2 R-77 2 NwH-17 0°79°) L1-2 0o 1T 00790 .3 aRpY 0T 10w
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1777 0°72°77 1°2 PO LLD DO 09727 W AT NIRYIN 'K N0 7102 N°N2YA 759W1A 72°N92) ARMPA
290 NP7 MIVDY INWRD A0 TIT°2 :MIRAT MPVNA ARNWTT MR WY 1A% DOIPNR-1T7 D2°1IW°
P2 PN ANKRIT,(2-1 1 'on NIX1aR) 'R N2 01972 AROIP YW TI0 1R WO MXIAPT NW P2 RN
-1°277 772YA% DY IRENAI L0907 50N NP MY 0090 M P1TY NP0 PORINNTIRG 19w v
71°TM2R 37 NIRRT MDY 12 MY PN ) NPIWY-707 NPIANRD NPT NMIRPAT DY NNow
anon N7 (n°o1) fully-fledged orthography 2w n73°1 711701 NPORINNTING 73727 771 NPVO AN
. ("abjad) "%y ->n>29587 2N35 "N
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Schwartz, M., Leikin, M. & Share, D. L. (2005). Bi-literate bilingualism versus mono-literate bilingualism: A
longitudinal study of reading acquisition in Hebrew (L2) among Russian-speaking (L1) children.
Written Language and Literacy, 8, 179-207.
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D°IW-N271 N20IDIR I9°WN NMYXARA 0P N 2°2W HW N1ISIRG MP12°7 DR PWYa? n210%7 5y 0°nn
75w N2V TINHY NI AR NPAVIVORI 71D NIPION N°°122 YO0 DURYMNAT 2IWY 792 .001avh
ORI NI 21T N v
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950 °N22 D°7AIPN PD1NR KXIMA 03790 HW N1PDOXOD 2200 MR 7Y (MWK IR NOWD) NART 75w
19921 MITPOW M7 9D Y T 20000 .29 48 D917 2902 1022 1IN PN TRY ORI 01T
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