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The present chapter is based on reanalyses of data collected in two studies
on early writing among 144 Israeli preschoolers, four-and-a-half to six-and-a-half
years old. Analyses of written products yielded a five-phase model of evolution
of writing: pre-representational scribbles, pseudo-letters script, ‘random letters'
script, phonetic writing and orthographic writing. Within the pre-representational
scribble phase, we examined the growing differentiation of writing from drawing.
Within the later phases we described constraints that children impose on their
writing, reflecting their conceptidns of the written system. Some of these
constraints appear cross-culturally, in children exposed to different alphabetic
languages, like the principle of minimum quantity (i.e.,each word is written with
at least two-three signs), described by Ferreiro & Teberosky (1979). Other
constraints, like writing in consonants rather than in vowels, are specific to some
languages (Hebrew, English). In other languages early writings are frequently
composed of only vowels (Spanish, Italian). It should be stressed, though, that
phases do not unfold in a stage-like fashion. With age children acquire a broader
repertoire of writing considerations which they use for their'representational ~
aims.

The development of representation in writing was examined via children's
use of three representational cues: form, color, and number of signs. Using form
meant introducing into writing cues of form which convey the referent of the
written word (e.g., adding a few dots, resembling Hebrew diacritic marks, to the
writing of ‘beads’). The use of color involved writing in a referential color (e.g.,
blue for 'sea’). Number of signs could be used to represent the quantity of the
referent (e.g., writing more signs for 'sea’ than for 'drop’ despite its being a
shorter word). All these cues were used almost throughout the entire range of
phases, speaking against a stage-like model.

Finally, children's writing of vowels vs. consonants, as well as their use of
final letters was examined. In this domain there were links between the structure
of Hebrew orthography and children's invented constraints.

From the observed active role of the child in constructing writing,

educational implications were derived.




